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Three Trees, LIA, DONNA and MARIA, are standing in the Forest. Obviously they can’t move their roots, but they can move their limbs and trunks.
It is DAWN in the forest. Lia, the PERKY TREE, is WAITING for the other trees to WAKE UP.

LIA

(smiling, perky)

Morning, girls! Hey, did you see the new bird’s nest up near my top branch? It’s sooooo cute!
DONNA

(very groggy)

Uhhhhhh...

MARIA

Can you keep it down, Lia?

LIA

Oh, silly! The birds are chirping, the wind is blowing, it’s a beautiful day! Wake up!

DONNA

Shut up, Lia. You’re always so annoying in the morning.

MARIA

Really. Some of us have to wake up slowly, you know?

LIA

Oooohh, no grouchies allowed in the forest, girls!

DONNA

Oh, God. You sound like that kindergarten teacher that came through the woods last week. She said the word “grouchies” too.

LIA

Well, I was thinking...I might want to be a teacher when I grow up.

MARIA

You wanna be a teacher? How ya gonna do that? 

DONNA

(to Maria)

Don’t listen to her. Her roots are kinda shallow, ya know.

LIA

I’m telling the truth! I really want to be a teacher!
MARIA

How ya gonna do that? You’re a tree, remember!?!

LIA

I’ve got it all figured out. That teacher said she was gonna take another field trip into the forest again today. I’ll just reach over and kinda BORROW her lesson plan book!

Both other trees PAUSE.

DONNA

You’re gonna steal her lesson plan book. Brilliant.

MARIA

Wow. She’s dumber than a rock.

LIA

You guys are being grouchies again! I can be a teacher!

DONNA

Okay, listen. Even if you do get the lesson plans, and even if you can learn something from it, what’s your plan to, I don’t know...get a job?!?!

LIA

Why? You don’t think they would hire me as a kindergarten teacher??

MARIA

I take it back. She’s dumber than dirt!

DONNA

Oh, my God. Lia, you’re a tree! Teachers have to actually GO to a school to work. You don’t have legs! You can’t move!

LIA

(starts dancing in place)

Yes, I can. Look! 

MARIA

Whoa. Great.

DONNA

Shut up, both of you! You hear that?? Someone’s coming!

LIA

It’s the kindergarten class! Oooooowww, they’re soooo cute!!

MARIA

You keep doing that you’re gonna scare the life outta them.

LIA

(whispering)

Such a grouchie! Here they come!

DONNA



Stop saying that word!

The TEACHER ENTERS HOLDING HER LESSON PLAN BOOK. She is followed by A HANDFUL OF STUDENTS. The Trees ARE SILENT AND FROZEN.
TEACHER

Okay, class! Now, let’s sit down in a circle and we’ll talk about the forest.

KID #1

But the ground is dirty!

TEACHER

That’s because we’re in the forest, hunny. There are trees and plants and furry little animals. It’s soooo cute! C’mon, everyone sit. No grouchies!!

DONNA

Oh, God...
KID #2

I think that tree said something, Ms. Wilson!

TEACHER

That’s impossible, hunny! Now don’t be a grouchie, and sit quietly.

DONNA

Grouchie?? Pathetic!

LIA

Quiet!

TEACHER

(looking around)

Who said that? Is somebody there!?

MARIA

Nobody’s here!

DONNA

Yeah, nobody’s here!

The Teacher slowly approaches Donna. The Kids LOOK AT EACH OTHER, CONFUSED.

TEACHER

(approaching Donna cautiously)

Did you...say something??

Donna SAYS NOTHING. The Teacher TURNS TO FACE HER CLASS.

TEACHER

See, kids? The trees can’t talk. There are no grouchies in the forest!

DONNA

(loudly)

That’s it! I can’t take it anymore! This is ridiculous!

MARIA

(to Lia)

How could you wanna be a teacher! It’s so pathetic!
LIA

Girls, please! You’re gonna ruin it for me!

There is a PAUSE. The Kids LOOK AT EACH OTHER, THEN RUN AWAY SCREAMING.

TEACHER

(shaking, frozen in shock)

Oh my dear, oh my dear, oh my dear...

LIA
Miss, miss, I’m sorry about that. She didn’t mean to scare you. She’s just being a grouchie.

DONNA

Stop saying that word!

TEACHER

You can...talk??

MARIA

Talk? She doesn’t shut up!

LIA

Oh, please don’t run away! We’re sorry for scaring your class. I just wanted to be a teacher, that’s all.
TEACHER

(to herself)

I think I’m losing my mind.

DONNA

Do us a favor and give her the book. Maybe she’ll be quiet in the mornings instead of waking us up at the crack of dawn!

MARIA

Yeah, pppppplease!

TEACHER

You want my...my lesson plan book?

LIA

You can have it back. I want to learn how to be a teacher!

TEACHER

You want to learn how to be a teacher? (now perky again) Oh, that’s soooo cute! Of course you can borrow my lesson plans! In fact, I’ll bring my class back tomorrow and you can be my co-teacher! That way you’ll get used to teaching!
LIA

Thank you so much! I’ll tell them all about the forest and the different trees and plants and everything! Thank you!!
TEACHER

You’re so welcome!

DONNA

Oh, God. More messy kids around here? Yuck.
TEACHER

(approaching Donna)

Ooooowww. Someone’s being a grouchie tree! Kids are sooo sweet!
DONNA

Will you please stop saying the word “grouchie?”
Just the Kid #2 ENTERS AGAIN.
KID #2

Miss Wilson? I’m scared...

TEACHER

(putting arm around her)

Oh, it’s okay, hunny! I was just talking to the nice trees here. 

KID #2

You’re talking to the trees?

TEACHER

Yes! Their names are...?

MARIA

My name’s Maria.

DONNA

I’m Donna.

LIA

(very perky)

And I’m Lia, and I’m gonna be helping Miss Wilson teach your class tomorrow!
KID #2

Our new teacher is a tree?? Cool! I love trees!

TEACHER

Okay, we’re going to go, but we’ll see you tomorrow! Bye trees!

KID #2

Bye trees!

LIA

Buh-bye, hunny! See you tomorrow!

The Teacher and Kid #2 EXIT.

MARIA

That was kinda cute. I’ve gotta admit.

LIA

I’m so excited! My dream is coming true!

DONNA

Not mine. I can’t stand kids! They’re dirty, and sloppy, and...

Just then Kid #2 ENTERS AGAIN. She HUGS Lia, then Maria, then Donna.

KID #2

(hugging each tree tightly)

Thank you, thank you, thank you, Trees!!

Kid #2 EXITS. The trees LOOK AT EACH OTHER. 
Donna is affected by the hug, and CHANGES EXPRESSION TO SMILE.

DONNA

Okay. Maybe kids aren’t so bad...
