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BILLY

Yo! Did you guys hear what happened to Johnny? He’s in trouble! He got caught eating ice cream with Melissa!

GERTRUDE

Johnny ate ice cream with Melissa? I thought he was going out with Nicole.

LISA



What does that mean? Ice cream with Melissa...?

HARRY

Ice cream is dangerous. My cousin almost died from it.

GERTRUDE

(unbelieving)

How did your cousin almost die from eating ice cream?

HARRY

He didn’t eat it, he slipped on it. Almost broke his back, dude!

BILLY

I’m not talking about your cousin. I’m talking about Johnny and how he got in trouble for eating ice cream with Melissa.

LISA

That’s stupid. So what if he was eating ice cream with Melissa? I don’t believe you.

BILLY

What do you mean, you don’t believe me? You never believe any story I tell you. Not one!

HARRY

(pointing to Billy’s back)



Billy, you got a bug on your back, dude.

LISA

(to Billy)

I believe your stories. I just don’t believe THIS story. It’s gossip.

GERTRUDE

I believe you, Billy! Ice cream is very dangerous, like Harry said. I can see how Johnny got in trouble because of it. It’s sooo slippery!

BILLY

Johnny didn’t slip on ice cream. He was eating it.

HARRY

(to Billy)



Dude, that bug is still there.

BILLY

Shut up! (then, to Lisa) Lisa, I still wanna know why you don’t believe my story!

LISA



Well, it’s kinda far-fetched, don’t you think?

BILLY



But you didn’t even hear the full story!

HARRY

I heard a story once about a kid who drank chocolate milk through his ear.

Everyone PAUSES and STARES AT HARRY.

HARRY

(cont’d)



Yeah, I thought it was a little far-fetched too.

LISA

(to Billy)

Look, Billy. All I’m saying is that I don’t believe everything I hear. That’s gossip.

GERTRUDE



Like they say, “Gossip is the root of all evil.”

BILLY

No, money is the root of all evil, and gossip is only gossip if it’s not true.

HARRY

Dude! I love gossip! Did you hear that Jennifer Aniston got abducted by aliens??

LISA

See what I mean? Gossip is stupid. By telling that story about Johnny, people will start to believe it. I never tell a story until I hear both sides of it. I always tell the truth. I never gossip.

GERTRUDE

Yes, you do. You told me last week that Jasmine broke up with Billy for Harry.

BILLY



What?! Jasmine broke up with me for...HIM???

HARRY

Wait, wait, dude! I KNOW that’s gossip, because we didn’t even go out! I just missed her.

BILLY

(grabbing Harry by the shirt)



You KISSED her??

HARRY



No! We’re just friends! 

LISA

See how gossip gets started? Even a misunderstanding can send everyone over the edge.

GERTRUDE

(under her breath)



Yeah, look who’s talking...

LISA

(getting in Gertrude’s face)



What did you say??

Everyone seems to be on the edge of losing their tempers when Harry stops them:

HARRY

Everyone just calm down! Let’s agree on somethin’ here! Let’s agree that gossip is...is...Dude! It’s like...bad, dude!

Everyone LOOKS at him a moment, then AGREES.

LISA

Yeah, you’re right Harry. (to Billy) I’m sorry for saying your ex-girlfriend left you for Harry.

BILLY

It’s okay. And I’m sorry for telling that story about Johnny. It’s just gossip anyway.

GERTRUDE

Let’s make a deal, okay? Let’s promise never to tell a story unless we know the whole truth. Let’s never promote gossip again.

LISA



Good idea. We’ll be the Anti-Gossip Gang.

All four FACE AUDIENCE TOGETHER, WITH ARMS OVER SHOULDERS.

BILLY



Good idea! Gossip is dead! Long live the truth!

HARRY



Yeah! Long live the truth!

Gertrude and Lisa EXIT TOGETHER. Billy and Harry linger behind.

BILLY

Hey, Harry. Did you really kiss Jasmine? Tell me the truth.

HARRY



Ah...You still got that bug on your back, dude!

When Billy TRIES TO LOOK, Billy EXITS.

BILLY

Where...? (realizes Harry is gone) Harry! Come back here!

Billy EXITS.

