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There is a GROUP SITTING IN A SEMI CIRCLE FACING THE AUDIENCE. The COUNSELOR begins the session.

COUNSELOR

(very comforting voice)

Welcome everyone. I’m so glad you’re here. This is a great, great, GREAT BIG step towards recovery. I’m Counselor Bob and this is the Friendship Circle. Everyone say “Friendship Circle.”

EVERYONE

Friendship Circle.
COUNSELOR

That’s right, friendship. And since we’re all here, I’d like to go around the circle and have everyone introduce themselves and tell us why you’re here.
RACCOON

(tough attitude)

Wait a minute, what if you can’t speak? 

COUNSELOR

Well, let’s TRYYYYYYY to do our best. Let’s start with you! What’s your name?

RACCOON

I don’t have a name. I’m a raccoon. 

COUNSELOR

You don’t have a name. Okay. You’re a raccoon.

RACCOON

I just told you that.

COUNSELOR

Oh, let’s not be snippy in the Friendship Circle! 

RACCOON

Yeah, whatever.

COUNSELOR

You’re a raccoon, so tell the Friendship Circle why you’re here...

RACCOON

(hesitantly)

Why I’m here? I don’t know why I’m here. I guess I was forced to come here.

COUNSELOR

By your family?

RACCOON

No.

COUNSELOR

By your friends?

RACCOON

No.

COUNSELOR

Well, who forced you to come here??

RACCOON

I was trapped because I was eating garbage. 
COUNSELOR

That’s all right, that’s fine. The Friendship Circle accepts EVERYONE. Um, how about you?? (points to Mouse)

MOUSE
Okay. Hullo, everyone. I’m Mouse.

EVERYONE

Hello, Mouse.

MOUSE
I’m kinda like Raccoon. I was forced to come here, too. I was...I don’t want to admit it...

COUNSELOR

It’s okay, you can tell us.

MOUSE
I was...eating crumbs on the kitchen counter!
RACCOON

That’s it? Eating crumbs?

COUNSELOR

It feels good to admit it, doesn’t it Mouse?

MOUSE
Um, yeah. And I’d like to say to the Friendship Circle that I have stopped my bad habits. I’m on my third day of not eating crumbs!

EVERYONE

Great job, Mouse. We’re proud of you!
RACCOON

Where’s he supposed to eat? At a restaurant?

COUNSELOR

One at a time please, Raccoon. Next?

SQUIRREL

I’ll go. (stands) Hello, Everyone. I’m Squirrel.

EVERYONE

Hello, Squirrel.

SQUIRREL

And I’m here because...It’s so hard to admit! 

COUNSELOR

(rubbing Squirrel’s back)

It’s okay, go ahead.

SQUIRREL

(crying)

I...I broke in to the attic of this house. And I...I made a nest!

COUNSELOR

It’s okay, Squirrel. It’s okay.

SQUIRREL

...And I chewed through the insulation!

COUNSELOR

It’s okay. Next?

SQUIRREL

...And I chewed through pipes!!
COUNSELOR

Okay. Next?

SQUIRREL

...And I chewed through the wires!! AHHHHHH!!!!

COUNSELOR

Okay, okay. NEXT please??

RABBIT

I’ll go. Hi everyone! I’m rabbit!

EVERYONE

Hello, Rabbit.

RABBIT

I’ve stopped eating garden vegetables for a week now. I guess I’m here because I want to stay clean and take the right path.

COUNSELOR

(standing, pacing)

You know, Rabbit brings up a good point. This Friendship Circle is here to help all of you to stop your bad habits.
RACCOON

Bad habits? Aren’t these guys SUPPOSED to do the things they do?

COUNSELOR

Well, just because we were brought up that way, doesn’t mean we can’t break the cycle. Everyone say it with me: “Break the Cycle.”

EVERYONE

Break the Cycle.

RACCOON

(standing)

This is ridiculous. You guys are supposed to do the things you do. You’re animals!

COUNSELOR

Now, Raccoon. We don’t call each other names in the Friendship Circle.

RACCOON

I’m serious, they’re animals. We’re all animals. Mice are supposed to eat crumbs! It’s normal!
MOUSE
You mean, it’s okay to be me??

COUNSELOR

No, it’s not! Raccoon, you must sit down now.

RACCOON

And you, Rabbit. You’re supposed to eat vegetables in a garden. That’s what you do! 

COUNSELOR

Raccoon! Please!

RACCOON
(ignoring)

And Squirrel. You’re normal, too! You’re naturally curious. You look for places to make your nest every winter, and with those huge teeth, you’d better chew on something! You’re normal!

COUNSELOR

That’s it! You are out of the Friendship Circle!

RACCOON

And you, Counselor. Why don’t you tell everyone your REAL NAME?

COUNSELOR

My name is Counselor Bob, and I want you to...

RACCOON

That’s not your real name. C’mon. Tell us the truth. This IS the Friendship Circle, right?

COUNSELOR

(breaking down)

...Um...My real name is...is...(deep breath, giving up) My real name is Rat.

Everyone GASPS.

COUNSELOR

That’s right. I started this group because rats have a bad name. All I was doing was eating garbage in the subway, but no one wanted me around! They hated me, so I figured if all the animals stopped doing what they naturally do, rats would be accepted.
RACCOON

It’s okay. Rats are supposed to eat garbage in the subway. If they didn’t, there’d be garbage piling up everywhere, right?

COUNSELOR

I guess so. But everyone thinks I’m dirty and ugly.

RACCOON

Who cares what everyone thinks? Believe in yourself! You’re important. You’re all important. That’s what the Friendship Circle should be teaching us.

SQUIRREL

Hey. Thanks, Raccoon! Now I don’t feel so bad.

Squirrel EXITS.

MOUSE

Me either! I’m gonna go look for crumbs now!

Mouse EXITS.

RABBIT

And I’m going to look for garden vegetables! Thanks, Raccoon!

Rabbit EXITS.

COUNSELOR

Yeah, thanks, Raccoon. I guess I have to believe in myself a little more. How about you? Where will you go?

RACCOON

I’m going back to knock over garbage pails. You should come out to the suburbs! There’s this one family who always has a lot of leftovers. They have chicken, steak, wings...

COUNSELOR

Wings? I love wings! Do they have hot or mild sauce on them?

RACCOON

They have all kinds of sauce, buddy. All kinds.

Raccoon and Counselor EXIT. 

