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BENSON

(knocks on the door)

Hi. I’m here about the ghosts?

HAROLD

Shhhhh! I don’t want my neighbors to hear. They already think I’m crazy. Come in here, quickly. 

BENSON

I know what you mean. Let me introduce myself. My name is Benson, from the Paranormal Society.

HAROLD

(shakes hands)

Harold Wilson. Now. Can you get these ghosts out of my house, or what?

BENSON

Well, that depends. What kind of things are you experiencing?

HAROLD

Okay. First of all, every night around 11 o’clock I start to hear noises.

BENSON

What kind of noises?

HAROLD

The kind that keep me up. They are loud!

BENSON

Yes, but what does it sound like?

HAROLD

It sounds like, like “Weeee-oooooooooo-kkeeeeeeee!”

BENSON
Oh, that one’s easy. That’s the “We-o-kee” ghost

doing that sound.

HAROLD

But that’s not all. There’s also a sound that goes “Aayyy-uuuuuuu-gggaaaaaaa!”

BENSON

Easiest thing in the world. That’s the “Ay-uu-gaa” ghost. They’re both pretty common around here.

HAROLD

Okay, so you can get rid of these ghosts?

BENSON

Yes, I can. Let’s start by using the Ginormeter.

HAROLD

What’s that?

BENSON

It’s a tool that detects paranormal activity.

Benson takes out an instrument with a wand and a coil and points it around. He makes noises while he’s doing this.

BENSON

BEEP! BEEP! BEEP! BEEP!

HAROLD

Are, are you sure that thing actually works?

BENSON

Shhhh! I can’t hear the beeping! ...BEEP! BEEP!

HAROLD

But you’re doing the beeping yourself.

BENSON

No I’m not. (continues looking) BEEP! BEEP!

HAROLD

Look, buddy. You’re making the beeping sound yourself. I can hear you.

BENSON

That’s the Ginormeter. That’s not me that’s making the beeping. (increasingly pointing at Harold as beeps get louder...BEEP...BEEP..BEEPBEEPBEEPBEEPBEEP!

HAROLD

Hey! Quit pointing that thing in my face!

BENSON

It seems you’re emitting some paranormal activity yourself, sir. I think we found out ghost!

HAROLD

What are you talking about? I’m not the ghost!


BENSON

(happy)

In all my years in this business, I’ve never seen one that looks so real! (points instrument again) “BEEPBEEPBEEPBEEPBEEPBEEP!”

HAROLD

Hey, moron. I’m not a ghost. Now put that stupid toy away and go find the real ghost.


BENSON
(jotting notes in a notepad)

...Ghost emits high level of paranormal waves...Ginormeter reading 73.98 percent...

HAROLD

Are you insane?

BENSON

(still jotting notes)

...Ghost is violent when confronted...possible anger issues...

HAROLD

Anger issues? I’m not angry!

BENSON

(circling him with instrument)

“BEEPBEEPBEEPBEEPBEEPBEEPBEEP!”

HAROLD

Stop doing that! Look. I called you to get the ghost sounds out of my house, not to walk around going “BEEP! BEEP! BEEP!”

BENSON

Many ghosts don’t know they’re ghosts. You’re probably stuck in the fourth dimension.

HAROLD

Fourth dimension? I thought there were only three dimensions.

BENSON

Ghosts are often confused about time and space. Yep! You’re a ghost, all right!

HAROLD

I’m not a ghost. Would I have called you on the phone if I was a ghost?

BENSON
How do I know it was you that called me?

HAROLD

Because, because it was me! Look, I’m Harold Wilson, 14 Park Avenue. I drive a Honda Civic, I work the night shift at...

BENSON
All ghosts work the night shift, buddy.

HAROLD

Real funny. But I’m not a ghost.

BENSON

Look, it’s okay. You’re a lonely spirit who’s stuck in another dimension. 

HAROLD

I’m a spirit? Are you serious?

BENSON

Look, I’ll prove it to you. How long have you been working at the same place?

HAROLD

...as long as I can remember.

BENSON

And how long have you been driving the same car?

HAROLD

As long as I can remember...

BENSON

And how long have you lived alone? As long as you remember, right?

HAROLD

But, but...

BENSON

You probably feel like you’re doing the same thing every day. You get up, go to work, come home, sleep. Right?

HAROLD

Well, yeah, I guess I do. I guess I am kind of like, stuck.

BENSON

Look, you just have to relax. Ghosts get stuck in some kind of routine they can’t get out of. You’re stuck in this dimension because you can’t see the world outside your door.

HAROLD

Well, I guess I am a little short sighted...And I do feel stuck in a different dimension at times.

BENSON

Ghosts don’t realize they have the power to change. They just have to let go.

HAROLD

Let go?

BENSON

Let go. You have to see ALL the different dimensions in the world, not just your own.

HAROLD

Yeah... I get it now. I can change my life. I can see the other dimensions!

They both look out toward the audience.

BENSON

Yes, see how beautiful it is! You’re breaking out of the fourth dimension!

HAROLD

I’m breaking out! Thank you, thank you Mr. Benson!

BENSON

You’re welcome. That will be $450.

HAROLD

(snaps back to reality)

What!? But you didn’t do anything!

BENSON

I released you from the fourth dimension, remember? Now you’re free! Doesn’t it feel great?


HAROLD

Yeah...I guess so. I guess it’s worth the money. I’ll write you a check.

BENSON

Just make it out to cash.

HAROLD
(handing him the check)

Hey. What about those noises I hear?

BENSON

Noises? I don’t know. That’s probably the construction they’re doing out on the highway. They work nights. 

HAROLD

You’re right! I never thought it could be that.

BENSON

(leaving)

Take it easy, buddy! And remember, don’t get stuck in the fourth dimension. Bye!

HAROLD

Bye!

