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Text Fight
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Set is a KITCHEN. MOM and DAD are BUSY. During this play both are MULTI TASKING, cleaning up, answering cell phones, coordinating practice schedules, a typical situation in a suburban home. Everyone is too busy.

MOM

Did you pick up the dry cleaning?
DAD

Didn’t have time. (shouting) Kevin! Let’s go! You’re gonna be late to practice! (to Mom) Can you pick it up on your way home tomorrow?
KEVIN

(off stage)



I can’t find my cleats!

MOM

I’ve got a meeting that’s gonna run late. (shouting upstairs) Kell?! Did you do your homework??
DAD



What’s happening this weekend? 

KEVIN

(off stage)



Mom! Are my cleats by the front door??

Kell ENTERS.

KELL

(looking at cell phone, frustrated)

I already did my homework. Mom, Jasmine is being a “you-know-what” again. 

MOM

(to Dad)

We have to leave by 7:30 Saturday morning or we’ll sit in traffic. (shouting) They’re not by the front door, Kevin! Check the laundry room!
DAD



We can’t leave at 7:30. Kevin has a game at 8. 

KEVIN

(off stage)

Mom! I didn’t want you to wash my cleats! They look cooler when they’re dirty!
KELL

Mom, she’s texting me like every five seconds! She’s telling me that Kristen doesn’t want me to go to her birthday party.

MOM



Kell, put the phone down and do your homework.

KELL



I already did my homework!

MOM

Well, then go back and check if it’s correct. (shouting upstairs) Kevin! I found your cleats and they’re still dirty!

DAD



How about if we leave after the game?

KELL

Will someone listen to me! (looking at phone) She keeps texting me!

DAD

(to Kell)



Who?

KELL



Jasmine!

DAD

Oh don’t worry about it. Turn off your cell phone.

KELL

Don’t worry about it?? I can’t turn it off. My friends are gonna call me.

KEVIN

(off stage)



Text fight! She’s in a text fight!

KELL



Shut up, Kevin! Mom...!

MOM

(ignoring, answering her cell phone)

Hello?... Yes...(covering phone, to Dad)

We have to get to there by 10:30am or we’ll miss the christening. (back to phone) Yes, we’ll be there.
Kevin ENTERS.
KEVIN



I can’t miss the game, Dad.

KELL



Hellooooo??? Is anyone listening to me! 

KEVIN

(mocking)



Text fight! Text fight!

MOM

(covering phone)



Stop it, both of you! I’m on the phone!

DAD

(to Kevin)

That’s enough Kevin. You’re not gonna miss the game, we just have to get to your grandmother’s house on Saturday.
KELL

(looking at her cell phone)

She keeps texting me all this stuff!! I hate her! She won’t leave me alone!

KEVIN

(whispering, mocking)



Text fight!

KELL



It’s not a text fight!

MOM
(covering phone)

I said, stop! You might have leave early from the game, Kevin.

KEVIN



But why do we have to go to Grandmas??
MOM

(ignoring Kevin, into cell phone)



Can you hold on? I have another call...

KEVIN



Everything is always around your schedule!

DAD



Let’s go or you’ll miss practice, Kevin...
Dad and Kevin start to leave.

Kell SCREAMS LOUDLY, stopping everyone in their tracks.

KELL

Now everybody hold on a minute! I need some help here!
DAD

With what? The text fight? That’s nothing. I told you, don’t worry about it. 

KELL

Listen, Dad! It’s not a text fight and it’s not just nothing! My problems may not seem real to you, but they are very real to me. I need you to listen to me! I need some real advice! 

A PAUSE.

DAD

(now soft and sincere)

Kell, I’m sorry. I’m sorry it seems that we don’t care but we do. When I say don’t worry about it, I am giving you real advice.
KELL

I can’t just stop worrying about it. It’s not that easy.

DAD
What I mean is you’ve got to look through people’s words. My father used to tell me “Son, in life you’ve got to have x-ray vision.”
KELL



What are you talking about?
MOM
This Jasmine girl...I thought she was your friend.

KELL



She is. Well, she was. Up until ten minutes ago.

MOM

Then think about it from her perspective. She’s probably hurt in some way. When people are hurt they sometimes act out and try to hurt you back.

KEVIN

Yeah. I punched my friend the other day, right? And then he punched me back. Gave me a black eye! It was really cool!

DAD

Kell, think about the reasons behind her actions. Having x-ray vision means that you can see through what her actions are and understand why she’s acting the way she is.
KELL

Hmmmm...Well, maybe she’s hurt because I didn’t invite her over tomorrow night. I sent a text to all my girlfriends but Jasmine’s phone was taken away last week, so she didn’t get it.

MOM



Then that’s it. Maybe she felt left out.

KELL

Maybe you’re right. Oh, I feel bad...But what do I do now??

DAD



How about you invite her over for dinner tonight?
KELL

Are you serious? She’s been texting me all this nasty stuff!

MOM

Be the bigger person, Kell. Invite her over. And when she’s here, tell her the truth. Face to face. Not on text.

KELL

(thinking)

I’ve got a better idea. I’ll go over her house and ask her. Face to face. Thanks, Mom and Dad.

They HUG. Kevin is WAITING.

KEVIN



Okay, can we get goin’ now??

DAD

Wait a minute, Kev. Some things are more important than baseball.

KEVIN


Like what?

MOM



Like family.

They SMILE AT EACH OTHER FOR A MOMENT. THEN,
MOM



Okay, that’s enough. Let’s go.

ALL EXIT IN DIFFERENT DIRECTIONS.
