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Set is a school library. JAY, a small teenager, is doing his homework. Two girls, LAUREN and JESSICA, both popular older girls, approach him.

LAUREN

Yo, kid, is it done?

JAY
Is what done?

JESSICA

You know what we’re talkin’ about!

JAY

I...I didn’t have time.

LAUREN

What?! Hey, you know our deal. If you don’t do our homework, we can’t control what can happen to you.

JAY

But, I have my own homework too! I don’t have time to do your homework.

JESSICA

You’re gonna have to MAKE time to do it, because if we tell Jimmy Donnelly about this...

LAUREN

Yeah, Jimmy Donnelly is the MEANEST kid in school. He can make your life really, REALLY miserable.

Just then JIMMY ENTERS. He is older and bigger. He strolls around the bookshelves. The girls NOTICE him.

JESSICA

(pointing to him)

There he is, kid. If you don’t do our homework, Jimmy Donnelly is gonna break you in half. Don’t make us tell him, or you’ll be sorry.

LAUREN

(changing tone, to Jimmy)

Hiiii, Jimmy! How are you??

JIMMY

What’s up? What are you girls doing here? I didn’t think you knew where the library was.

JESSICA

Oh, Jimmy you’re sooooo funny! We were just, um, talkin’ to our friend here!

LAUREN

Yeah, we were talkin’ to our buddy.

They stand over Jay, PATTING him on the shoulders. Jay looks FRIGHTENED.

JIMMY

Oh yeah? Does your friend have a name?

LAUREN

Yeah, it’s...it’s...

The girls say different names at the same time:

LAUREN


JESSICA

John!



Jason!

JIMMY

Well? Is it John or Jason?

LAUREN


JESSICA

Jason!


John!

JIMMY

(sarcastically)

Okay, I can see you three go way back.

He TURNS AWAY from them.
LAUREN

(whispering, angrily to Jay)

Get it done by the end of this period, or (pointing) HE’S gonna hear about it. We’re not even CLOSE to kidding.

JESSICA

(waving to Jimmy, happily)

Bye, Jimmy! See you later!

JIMMY

Yeah. Later.

The girls EXIT. Jay LOOKS FRIGHTENED, and hurriedly begins doing homework.

Jimmy APPROACHES HIM with a question about a book.

JIMMY

Hey, kid?

Jay is STARTLED and FALLS OFF HIS CHAIR.

JIMMY

Whoa, whoa. I didn’t mean to scare you. But, do you know where I can find the book...?

JAY

Please don’t beat me up!

JIMMY

Beat you up? Why would I do that?

JAY

Aren’t you Jimmy Donnelly?

JIMMY

No, I’m Jimmy Mason. Why? What’s wrong?

JAY

(confused)

You’re not Jimmy Donnelly? But they told me that...Oh, forget it. I shouldn’t talk about it.

JIMMY

What are you talking about?

JAY

I’m not talking.

JIMMY

Yes, you are. You’re talking about not talking.

JAY

Well, I shouldn’t, so I won’t.

JIMMY

C’mon. What happened? Who’s gonna beat you up?

JAY

Somebody named Jimmy Donnelly. They said he’d beat me up if I didn’t do it.
JIMMY

Are you talking about those girls? Lauren and Jessica? What did they tell you to do?

JAY

I have to do their homework.

JIMMY

Why?

JAY

Because they said so. Or else that guy Jimmy Donnelly is gonna beat me up.

JIMMY

Listen. You don’t have to do their homework.

JAY

Yes, I do.

JIMMY

No, you don’t. You don’t have to listen to those girls. You don’t have to do anything you don’t want to do. Now, if I were you, I’d tell those girls to get lost. If I were you...

JAY

(interrupting)

Hey! You’re NOT me! All right? Look at both of us! You’re totally different than me. You’re bigger, you’re stronger, and YOU FIT IN! You have NO idea what it’s like to be me! We live in two totally different worlds!

JIMMY

(pausing)

That’s where you’re wrong, kid. We live in the same world, but we don’t always see each other for who we really are. You and I may be different, but that doesn’t mean we have to stay that way.

JAY

(deep breath)

Well, it doesn’t matter anyway. If I don’t do their homework, that guy Jimmy Donnelly is gonna...

JIMMY

Jimmy Donnelly is not gonna touch you.

JAY

What do you mean?

JIMMY

He doesn’t exist. 

JAY

What are you talking about?

JIMMY

There is no Jimmy Donnelly in this school. Look, you said before that I was stronger than you, right? Well, strength comes in many different shapes and sizes. YOU can be just as strong as I am. If not, stronger.

After making his point, Jimmy EXITS. Jay sits at his chair.

A moment later, Jessica and Lauren RETURN.

LAUREN

Okay, kid. Time’s up. Let’s go, give us the homework.

JESSICA

Yeah, you better have it, or we might have to talk to...

JAY

(standing up for himself)

Talk to who? Jimmy Donnelly? I’m not so scared of Jimmy Donnelly anymore.

The girls look SURPRISED.

LAUREN

Hey, listen, kid...

JAY

No, YOU listen! I’m not doing your homework EVER AGAIN.

JESSICA

You better watch it, kid, because we can...

JAY

You can both go and do your OWN homework from now on. You can’t tell me what to do anymore. I’m not afraid of you.

The two girls look at each other, surprised, then turn to leave.

LAUREN

All right, kid. You asked for it.

The girls EXIT. Jay sits in his chair RELIEVED. 
A few moments later, Jimmy RETURNS.

JIMMY

Hey, buddy. I overheard what you said to those girls.

JAY

Yeah? Did I sound strong??

JIMMY

Pretty strong I’d say. Hey, you know you never told me your name.

JAY

(shaking his hand)

It’s Jay.

JIMMY

Nice to meet you, Jay. My name’s Jimmy Donnelly.

JAY

(surprised and confused)

What?? You’re Jimmy Donnelly!?? But I thought you said...

JIMMY

I know, I lied. I knew you had it in you to stand up to those girls. I told you, strength comes in many different shapes and sizes. I’ll see you around, tough guy.

Jimmy PLAY PUNCHES him on the arm, then EXITS. Jay SMILES TO HIMSELF, then EXITS in the other direction.

