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Sonny Boy
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Set is a WORKSHOP IN A GARAGE. 

SONNY BOY, a THIRTEEN YEAR OLD BOY, is standing absolutely still, facing the audience. FATHER is INSPECTING HIM, brushing off dust on his shoulders and using a RATCHET to tighten up screws on his joints.

FATHER

That should do it! Just a little more here...

KATHERINE, his DAUGHTER, ENTERS.

KATHERINE



Dad...what are you doing? Who is this kid?

FATHER



Katherine! Meet your new brother!

KATHERINE



My new brother...?

SONNY BOY

(with robotic voice)



Greetings. I am a human boy named Sonny.

FATHER

Yes! He’s made from the world’s newest technology! Flux equalizers and suedo-plastic micro condensers, together with a hyperdriven, two-point-two cylinder solenoid with...

KATHERINE



English, Dad. Please.

FATHER

I just finished building him! He’s my new son! And your new brother!
SONNY BOY



I am his new son. I am your new brother.

KATHERINE



You can’t build a brother, Dad.

FATHER

Yes, you can! This boy will be the ultimate in teenage technology! I placed a voice activated microchip inside him so that he will respond to my voice! Watch: Sonny Boy, get me my drink.

Sonny Boy WALKS OVER, PICKS UP WATER BOTTLE, and POURS IT OUT ON THE FLOOR.

KATHERINE

(sarcastically)



Ingenious, Dad... 

FATHER

Well, he needs a little work...But the concept is there!

KATHERINE

No it’s not, Dad. You can’t just build a person. He’s not human.

FATHER



Yes, he IS human. AND he’s your brother.
SONNY BOY



Yes, I am human. And I am your brother
KATHERINE

No, you’re not. You’re a robot and robots can’t be brothers. Robots aren’t even human at all. Why am I even talking to you??

FATHER

Because he’s human. That’s why you’re talking to him.

SONNY BOY

Because I’m human. That’s why you’re talking to me.

KATHERINE

Oh, forget it. Dad, do you understand me? You can’t create a human. 

FATHER



And why not?

KATHERINE



Because...Because he doesn’t have feelings.

FATHER



Lots of humans don’t have feelings.

SONNY BOY

(robotically) 



Lots of humans do not have feelings.

KATHERINE
Well...he’s not human because he can’t make decisions.

FATHER



Lots of humans can’t make decisions.

SONNY BOY

(robotically)



Lots of humans can not make decisions.

KATHERINE

He’s not human because...because he doesn’t know right from wrong!

FATHER



Lots of humans don’t know right from wrong.

SONNY BOY

(robotically)



Lots of humans do not know right...

KATHERINE

(interrupting)

Enough already! I get your point. But still, Dad. He’s not really human. He doesn’t even have a real personality.

FATHER

(turning a knob 

on the back of Sonny’s head)

I beg to differ! I’ve installed several different personality chips in his computer. Watch! I’ll set the dial to personality type: MATURE.

Sonny Boy SITS, CROSSING HIS LEGS LIKE AN OLDER MAN, PULLS OUT A CELL PHONE and BEGINS SPEAKING INTO IT.

SONNY BOY

Yes, I’d like to transfer my stock options to diversify my portfolio...Yes, then send your quarterly earnings outlook to me on my Blackberry.

KATHERINE



Oh, my God...

FATHER

(switching the dial)

There’s more! Now I’ll set the personality type to SKATEBOARD DUDE.
Sonny Boy MESSES UP HIS HAIR and JUMPS UP.

SONNY BOY

Sis! Let’s go skatin’ Dude!! We’re gonna build a half-pipe and do some wicked, gnarly tricks! Right on!

KATHERINE



Are ya serious, Dad?

FATHER

(switching the dial)

One more! How about the personality type...GANGSTA?!

Sonny Boy IMMEDIATELY CLEANS UP HIS HAIR, SMOOTHES OUT HIS CLOTHES AND SLIDES UP TO KATHERINE.

SONNY BOY

Yo, sista! Wha’s uuuuuupp!? You and your homegirlz wanna hang wid ya big brotha tonight, aaight? Werd...
KATHERINE

(with a disgusted face)



Eww.

FATHER



Okay, well maybe I can adjust...

KATHERINE



Dad. Let it go.

FATHER



You mean you like the Gangsta Sonny Boy??

SONNY BOY



Fa Shizzle!
KATHERINE

(pushing Sonny Boy aside)

No, Dad! I mean let this whole idea go. You don’t need to build a sibling for me.
FATHER

(sadly)

But...I thought I’d build you a sibling so you wouldn’t be lonely. I thought having a brother would make you happy.
KATHERINE
Dad, I don’t need a brother to make me happy. 

FATHER



You don’t?

KATHERINE

No, I don’t. I know I’m an only child, but I’m not a lonely child. 
FATHER



But I thought that...

KATHERINE



Listen, Dad. I know a way you can make me happy.

FATHER



What’s that, Katherine?

KATHERINE

If you took a day off from work to spend with your daughter.

FATHER



A day off? I haven’t taken a day off in years.

KATHERINE



I know, Dad. That’s the point.
Father THINKS FOR A LONG MOMENT.

FATHER

I guess I’m trying to hard, huh? Well, maybe I should take a day off. How about I take a day off tomorrow and we’ll go to a ballgame, okay Katherine?
KATHERINE

(smiling)

Sure, Dad...AFTER we go shopping. I love you, Dad.
FATHER



I love you too, Katherine. Let’s go.

Father and Katherine EXIT. Sonny Boy CALLS AFTER THEM.

SONNY BOY
(running after them)

Yo!! Wait up for me, Homies!!!
Sonny Boy RUNS OFF AFTER THEM.
