PAGE  
2

Going Out Online
Copyright © 2008 Mark Fasciano
MARK

(overjoyed)

I just love her so much! I can’t live without her! I can’t believe I’m actually in love!

CHERYL



Love? Who are you in love with?

MARK



Danielle! Didn’t you know we’re going out??

CHERYL



You’re going out with Danielle? Since when?

MARK



Since last night! Duh!! We were online together.

CHERYL

What do you mean? You asked her out on instant messaging?

MARK



No. I asked her out on IM.

CHERYL



Oh really. Wow.

MARK

(holding up sign with 

his typing on it)



Yeah! I typed “U WANNA HANG 2MRW LOL.”

CHERYL



So romantic. And what did she write back?

MARK

(flips sign over, 

with her writing on it)

She wrote “UM, DUNNO GOT 2C MABE C WATZ GOIN ON MABE K PEACE.”
CHERYL



So, now that means you’re going out. Together.

MARK

Of course! Well, yeah! ...well I guess. I think so...

CHERYL



Well, did you talk to her today?

MARK



Oh, we don’t talk to each other.

CHERYL



What does that mean?

MARK

I don’t talk to her in school. We’ve never spoken in person. Only online.

CHERYL

Wait. You never talked to her in person, and you think you’re in love?

MARK



I think so...

CHERYL

Look, Mark. You need to actually talk to people in order to have a relationship. Face to face. It doesn’t work if you’re only online.

MARK



You mean, I gotta TALK to her?? In PERSON??

CHERYL

Yes. You can’t go through life just communicating through text or chat. And you can’t assume you’re going out with someone you’ve never spoken to.

MARK



So, what should I do?

CHERYL

Look. Classes are changing now. When she walks down the hall, start by saying hello to her. And smile. (points down hall) Here she comes.

DANIELLE and a FRIEND ENTER. Mark GATHERS HIS STRENGTH.

MARK

Danielle! (lower voice) I mean...Ah...Hey Danielle. (smiles)
FRIEND

(to Danielle)



Who’s that?

DANIELLE

(to Friend)



I don’t know. Some kid who’s been IMing me.

Danielle and Friend EXIT. 

Mark looks SAD.

CHERYL

Mark. I’m sorry. But hey! At least you spoke to her. You should be proud of yourself. Next time, start with that before you fall in love. I gotta go now, so I’ll see ya later.

MARK


All right. See ya, Cheryl.

Cheryl EXITS. A moment later, DANIELLE ENTERS AGAIN.

DANIELLE

(shyly)

Mark? Ah, hey...I’m sorry I walked by you before. It’s just that...Well, I’m not used to talking to people in person. I’m used to talking online.

MARK

Me too. It took a lot for me to even say hi to you. Well, maybe we could hang out?

DANIELLE

Okay. A bunch of us are going to the movies tonight. You wanna come? With me?

MARK

(smiling)



Definitely. See ya tonight, Danielle.

DANIELLE

(smiling)



Okay, bye Mark.

Danielle and Mark EXIT in DIFFERENT DIRECTIONS.
