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THERE ARE THREE SETS.

STAGE RIGHT is the home of the Gardner family. There is a living room and all dinette set.

CENTER STAGE is WHITEY’S RESTAURANT. There is a counter, a few tables and a door to the kitchen. There is also a pass-through where the cook places food orders and rings the bell for pickup.

STAGE LEFT is A GROVE OF TREES to begin. We see the resemblence of a forest.

Later, STAGE LEFT will become the REHAB CENTER. There will be several chairs in a half-circle.

LIGHTS COME UP ON THE GARDNER HOME.

WE SEE GARRY GARDNER, father of Gwen and GERALDINE GARDNER, his wife. They are watching TV is SILENCE.

WE SEE A NARRATOR ENTER.

NARRATOR
(very seriously, sinister)
A quiet little town in Northern Tennessee...Everyone knows each other...Virtually nothing out of the ordinary ever happens here...Here, in this tiny Family Restaurant works a young girl who has no idea her life is about to change. On this day in October, in a year not too long ago...something EVIL will enter through the door. What she and these simple little townspeople are about to find out, will change their lives...forever. And it can only happen here, in the Midnight Zone.

He STARTS TO WALK OFF STAGE, THEN STOPS.

NARRATOR
(now laughing, loose)
Pretty good, huh!? I can do the serious voice perfectly! I’m just kidding, there’s no evil thing happenin’ here! No, see, this is the story about... Well, it’s about knowing who you are, and knowing what you wanna be...and the difference between. You see, Gwen Gardner, our main character, is in a bit of trouble. But sometimes the worst thing in the world turns out to be the best.

The Narrator EXITS.

A FEW MOMENTS PASS WITH NO TALKING. When they do speak, they have HEAVY SOUTHERN ACCENTS.

GARRY
Did you say sumthin’?

GERALDINE
No.

A few more minutes pass in silence.

GERALDINE
Whut?

GARRY
I didn’t say nothin’. 

WE HEAR A COMMERCIAL coming from the TV.

GERALDINE
What’s a Shamwow?

WE HEAR THE TELEPHONE RING. Neither of them move. 
ANOTHER RING. Still no movement.

GARRY
I reckon people don’t unnerstand we’s tired.

GERALDINE
I reckon they don’t. Peoples don’t care none ‘bout nobody but theyselfs.

GARRY
You right ‘bout dat.

GERALDINE
But...maybe we should answer it.

Meanwhile, the TELEPHONE STOPPED RINGING.

GARRY
See? They’s figured we ain’t gonna answers so they hanged up.

THE TELEPHONE STARTS RINGING AGAIN.

GERALDINE
Ya think maybe it’s sumthin’ ...important?

GARRY
I reckon it could be. Awwwwlright.  I guess I’ll answer it.

He stands up to answer it, slowly.

GARRY
Heeeeylo? ...yessir...yessir...No sir...yessir...yessir. Well, awlright, I reckon. Okay. Bye.

GERALDINE
Who was it, hunny?

GARRY
That was the principal of Gwen’s school Says he’s comin’ over to talk to us.

GERALDINE
This time-a night? Must be dern important. What’s he want?

GARRY
He ain’t said. Gwen! Git down here, child. Your momma and pappy gots to talk ta you.

GWEN ENTERS. She is a typical teenager.

GWEN
(with an attitude)
What.

GARRY
You wanna tell me why the principal of yer school is comin’ over here to talk to us?

GWEN
I don’t know. Maybe it’s because of what happened today.

GERALDINE
What happened today, Gwen? You didn’t get into trouble now, did ya?

GWEN
(sheepishly)
Kinda.

GARRY
Aw, come on now!! Again? What’d you do?

GWEN
Nothin, poppa! I just...i just got in trouble in class.

GERALDINE
Gwen, you keep this up you gonna git kicked outta that school.

GWEN
Momma, I’m smarter than the kids in my class. I’m bored in school.

GARRY
Go ahead, git yerself kicked outta school. I don’t care none. You ain’t goin’ to college anyways.

GWEN
But I wanna go to college!

GERALDINE
Whatcha think, we’s rich? You’s goin’ to work at Whitey’s coffee shop. That’s a good job.

GWEN
I don’t wanna be a waitress all my life. And I’m going to college. I don’t care what you say.

They both LAUGH AT HER.

GERALDINE
Yeah? How you gonna do that?

GWEN
I’ll figure it out.

A KNOCK COMES ON THE DOOR.

GARRY
That’s him. You mind your manners to yer principal, girl.

Garry OPENS THE DOOR.

The PRINCIPAL is nicely dressed and ENTERS.

GARRY
Hello, Sir. Come on in.

PRINCIPAL
Hello. Hello, Mrs. Gardner. Gwen.

GARRY
Sit down. Can I git ya somethin’ to drink?

PRINCIPAL
No thank you. Mr. and Mrs. Gardner. I’ll get right to the point: your daughter’s behavior in school is now uncontrollable. She has a problem with authority, and her attitude is at its worst ever. 

GERALDINE
Yup. She’s actin’ up around here too.

GWEN
I am not!

PRINCIPAL
Gwen has very little chance of getting into college at this point. I’m afraid we should look into a work-study program.

GWEN
What?? Look buddy, I’m going to college if I feel like it. I don’t care what you say!

PRINCIPAL
See what I mean? She’s got anger issues too.

GARRY
Well, we’s ain’t got money for no college anyways. 

GWEN
I got 1500 on my SATs, you know. 

PRINCIPAL
Yes, we know. And we’re looking into whether you cheated on the test.

GWEN
I didn’t cheat! I’m smart! I know I’m smart! You guys just don’t know how to challenge me.

GERALDINE
Hush up, Gwen. We’ve had enough outta you. You go to your room right now. Git!

Gwen STORMS OFF STAGE.

PRINCIPAL
Mr. and Mrs. Gardner, I have no choice. I’m going to insist that she get involved in a work-study program. Community involvement. Volunteerism. Anything. Until she proves her character, she is hereby suspended from school indefinitely. 

GWEN
What!?!?

GARRY
Great. We gotta handle the little brat all day?

PRINCIPAL
This is for her own good. We will readmit her when she completes a program. Good day.

GWEN
Wait a minute! What are you talking about? What program??

PRINCIPAL
Gwen, look for something to contribute to. Give to someone in need. 

GWEN
Volunteering is stupid. Why should I work for free?

PRINCIPAL
When you give to your community, you improve yourself. Think about it Gwen. It may change your life.

The Principal EXITS. Gwen STORMS OFF TO HER ROOM.

GARRY
Welp. I can’t say I’m surprised. I had a feelin’ that kid was gonna be trouble.

LIGHTS GO OUT ON GARDNER HOME.

LOW LIGHTS COME UP IN THE RESTAURANT. There are two or three tables of patrons. We don’t see a waitress yet. At the counter are JASON, a 23-year-old computer geek, and LILLY, the 15-year-old friend of the lead character.

WE SEE THE NARRATOR COME TO THE FRONT OF THE STAGE. HE IS IN A SPOTLIGHT.


LIGHTS COME UP FULL ON RESTAURANT.

LILLY
It doesn’t matter. I use both of them.

JASON
What do you mean? You can’t use both of them. It’s either one or the other.

LILLY
They both do the same thing. There’s no difference.

JASON
I beg your pardon, there is a MAJOR difference. What do you know anyway?

LILLY
Look, I’m not a computer genius, but I know there’s not much difference. 

JASON
Well, which one do you use?

LILLY
I use the most colorful one. That’s all. 

JASON
You use the most colorful one. Ridiculous!

EDITH, a pretty waitress with a tough attitude, chimes in:

EDITH
(passing by)
I really don’t wanna know what you two dorks are arguing about, but the lack of intelligence in this place is boring me so if you don’t stop arguing I’m gonna lose my mind.

Lilly and Jason STARE AT HER.

EDITH
What are you talking about?

JASON
Which search engine is the best?

EDITH
Oh my God. I’m surrounded by dorks.

Edith places food at a table, then EXITS.

WE SEE WHITEY, THE OWNER/COOK of the restaurant, POKE HIS HEAD THROUGH THE PASS THROUGH.

WHITEY
(slamming the bell)
Edith! Pick up!

Mrs. Havasham, AN ELDERLY PATRON, SLOWLY GOES TO GET THE FOOD.

LILLY
Ah, that’s not you, Mrs. Havasham. You’re not Edith.

HAVASHAM
I’m not?

LILLY
(guiding her back to her seat)
No, you’re Gertrude. Gertrude.

HAVASHAM
Oh, nice to meet you, Gertrude.

Lilly sits her down.
THE FRONT DOOR OPENS WITH A CHIME AND TONY ENTERS. Tony is the best looking guy in town. He walks cool, he talks cool and he is cool, but he thinks he’s cooler than he actually is. He is dressed up in slick clothes and jewelry.

TONY
Yo, peeps! What up?

JASON
(under his breath, to Lilly)
Oh, God. King Tony is here.

TONY
I have an announcement to make: I just got back from the dentist, and again...absolutely, positively ZERO cavities! See?? (smiles)

There is some applause and hand shaking from the patrons. They all seem to love him.

JASON
(to Lilly)
What an idiot. Anyway, back to the argument: You can’t go through life looking at only the colorful things.

LILLY
(captivated by Tony)
Oh, yes you can. (runs up to Tony) Hey, Tony! How you doing?

TONY
Good, kid. Where’s Gwen? I need her to smell my breath. I just found this new mouthwash and I wanna make sure it smells like a minty paradise.

JASON
(under his breath)
Nothing’s gonna make his breath smell like paradise.

LILLY
Let me smell.

Their faces come close. Tony OPENS HIS MOUTH and Lilly dreamingly puckers up. As Tony pulls away, Lilly freezes in a kissing position.

TONY
Well? 

LILLY
(still in the dream)
Well what?

Gwen ENTERS THE RESTAURANT.

GWEN
Okay. I’m getting kicked out of school if anyone cares.

EDITH
Is it because you cheated on your test?

GWEN
I didn’t cheat. And how did you hear about it??

LILLY
Yeah, she did. You think a girl like her can get a score like that on the SATs?

EDITH
So, you cheated, huh?

GWEN
I didn’t cheat!

LILLY
You’re not a good liar, Gwen. 

GWEN
Shut up, Lilly! 

WHITEY
All right, break it up. Edith, get back to work. Gwen, if you wanna keep your job, you better get goin’ too.

JASON
I believe you, Gwen. You’re a lot smarter than me.

LILLY
That’s not sayin’ much.

GWEN
Whatever. If I get kicked out of school I’ll have no chance of getting into college. Zero. 

LILLY
Zero. Exactly what you are: a zero.

EDITH
Don’t listen to her, Gwen. You have potential. You can be a great waitress one day. Just look happy, that’s all. (she looks angry)

Edith EXITS to go to the bathroom.

TONY
Yo, Gwen. Hey, you know, my dad knows the principal pretty well. Maybe I could have him make a call for you.

GWEN
(unimpressed)
Really?

TONY
Yup. If you go out with me.

GWEN
Oh God, Tony. I’ve got enough to deal with.

TONY
So...is that a “yes?”

WHITEY
(slams bell)
Pick up!

GWEN
It’s a “probably not” but you can still have your dad help me out with the principal.

TONY
My dad doesn’t know the principal. I just wanted to get you to go out with me.

GWEN
(sarcastic)
You’re a real classy guy, Tony.

TONY
I know.

Just then SKYLER ENTERS. She is the shy orphan girl with long blonde hair. 

JASON
(whispering)
That’s her! That’s the orphan girl I was telling you about.

LILLY
What’s wrong with her?

JASON
She lost her whole family. She’s been in like seven different foster homes. She barely talks to anyone.

GWEN
I feel so bad for her.

TONY
Well don’t. I heard she stole from the last family.

GWEN
How do you know that?

TONY
I heard it from Bucky. He’s my main source of gossip. Unless it’s about me...

GWEN
Well, I’m not believing anything Bucky says.

LILLY
Look at her shoes! They’re so beat up and old. She’s gotta be crazy.

JASON
She’s at your table, Gwen. 

Skyler SITS AT A TABLE AND READS A MENU. Gwen TAKES A DEEP BREATH and APPROACHES HER.

GWEN
Hello. Can I take your order?

SKYLER
(very cheerful)
Hi! Yes, I’ll have scrambled eggs with toast and bacon. And a cup of orange juice.

GWEN
(writing on pad)
Sure. Anything else?

SKYLER
Yes, do you have any scraps of food? I volunteer at the animal shelter. The dogs and cats always think it’s a treat to get some leftovers.

GWEN
You volunteer?

SKYLER
Yup. I love it.

GWEN
For free??

SKYLER
Ah, yeah. That’s what volunteering is. I have to clean the dog pens sometimes. That’s why I wear these dirty old shoes. You know? They’re the most comfortable shoes I have.

GWEN
Really.

SKYLER
Anyway, I’m doing volunteer work to put on my resume for 
college. 

GWEN
College? But, aren’t you the girl who...lost her...

SKYLER
Family? Yes. 

GWEN
Sorry, but I’m just confused. I thought you were, like, angry and stuff.

SKYLER
Angry? I was. For a long time. I tried to blame everyone for what happened. Anyone. But then I decided that I needed to do something for myself. And for me, that meant doing something for someone else. I volunteer at the animal shelter and the old-age home.

GWEN
So, you’re giving back to the community because you have no money for college?

SKYLER
Right. I’m applying for grants and stuff, but I don’t know. It’s hard because college is expensive. Even if I got a grant I’d need more money.

GWEN
So why waste your time volunteering? Why not just get a job?

SKYLER
I work at the garden center down the road, too. But when I volunteer, I feel better about myself. It’s not about the money.

GWEN
Really?

SKYLER
I don’t know. I guess I always believed that after all the bad that happened to me, something good was bound to show up sometime.

A BEAT.

WHITEY
(ringing bell repeatedly)
Edith, where are ya!? Ya got customers out here!

GWEN
I’ll get your order in.

PATRON #1
We haven’t seen her in a while.

PATRON #2
Can we have the check please??

PATRON #3
Can I have another coffee?

WHITEY
EDITH!!!!!!

GWEN
(to Jason)
She’s not crazy. In fact, she’s more mature than I’ll ever be. 

JASON
What do you mean?

GWEN
This girl lost her whole entire family and she still finds time to give to those in need.

LILLY
That’s stupid. Why is she volunteering when she’s the one that needs help?

WHITEY
Edith??? Where are you???

EDITH
(OFF STAGE)
I’m doing my business!

WHITEY
What??!!

JASON
She said she’s doing her business.

LILLY
She’s doing her business.

WHITEY
I know she’s doing her business! Edith!! Get back in here right now! We got customers waiting for ya!

GWEN
(to Jason)
That girl’s not crazy. She’s awesome. She’s giving everything she has, and she has nothing.

WHITEY
EDITTHHHH!!!

EDITH
(from the bathroom)
You can’t rush Mother Nature, Whitey!

JASON
I know how that feels. One time I was doin’ my business so long I feel asleep! You can’t rush Mother Nature.

LILLY
Yeah, you can’t rush Mother Nature, Whitey.

WHITEY
Don’t you two say another word! WHAT DO I PAY YOU FOR, EDITH??

There is a quick silence.

EDITH
(off stage)
You pay me to be a waitress, which is what I am, Whitey.

WHITEY
I know you’re a waitress, Edith.

EDITH
Well, then why did you ask?

WHITEY
Get out here!!

EDITH
(from the bathroom)
Again, you can’t rush Mother Nature, Tony.

BUCKY, a punk high school kid, ENTERS.

BUCKY
(laughing)
Ha! This guy in a limo just stepped into a huge pile of dog crap. It was the funniest thing I’ve ever seen!

LILLY
That’s not dog crap. Edith and Whitey got in a fight this morning. She threw his hash browns out the window. 

JASON
There’s a guy in a suit outside? 

TONY
Whoa! That might be an agent looking for me! (to Lilly) How’s my hair??

BUCKY
He said he was looking for Tiny’s Restaurant. He was like all clean and stuff. He’s a suit.

Edith ENTERS. 

EDITH
(adjusting her clothes)
Obviously he’s looking for Whitey’s Restaurant. Did you tell him to come in?

GWEN
It’s probably my principal again. Maybe I’m in more trouble.

BUCKY
Don’t worry. I sent him down the road toward the next town.

JASON
Why’d you do that?

BUCKY
He might be an undercover cop!

EDITH
Undercover cop? What else did you do wrong, Gwen?

JASON
It’s not an undercover cop. Undercover cops don’t ride around in limos.

BUCKY
Yes they do, that’s why they call them undercover! 

TONY
(rushing outside)
I’m going to get him.

BUCKY
No, no, no! Let him try to figure it out. It’s like a Survivor challenge. If he finds this place, he wins community!

THEY ALL LOOK AT HIM.

GWEN
That’s immunity, you idiot. Now go get the guy and tell him he’s looking for Whitey’s Restaurant, not Tiny’s.

Just then a ENTERS through the front door. He is checking his shoes for dog poop. He looks unhappy, annoyed and disgusted that he has to come to this rural town.

ATTORNEY
Excuse me, I am in need of assistance. Is this establishment called, ahem! “Whitey’s” Restaurant?

BUCKY
It wasn’t me! I swear to God, I didn’t steal that kid’s dirtbike! I, I thought it was mine, I mean I thought it was not mine, I mean...

ATTORNEY
I’m not a police officer and I’m not here on an investigation.

BUCKY
Oh. Right. Let’s forget about that dirtbike thing, huh? 

TONY
(approaching Attorney)
You must be looking for me. I’m Tony Bettelli, model, actor...I guess you can say I’m the all-around “Next-Best-Thing.”

JASON
Oh, God...

TONY
I’m sure you’ve heard of me. (smiles)

GWEN
(moving through the crowd)
Can you guys move out of the way? Some of us are working here.

BUCKY
(to Attorney)
I was in Peter Pan in third grade! I played a tree.

LILLY
I can do handstands!

JASON
I can type 75 words a minute with my eyes closed.

EDITH
(carrying food)
Oh! I’ve been told that I look like Catherine ZITI Jones.

ATTORNEY
(interrupting everyone)
EXCUSE ME, I am a very busy man and I do not have time for games. I am looking for a Miss Gwen Gardner. Now, is she employed here?

GWEN
(entering again)
I’m Gwen. What’s the problem? 

ATTORNEY
Miss Gardner, may I have a word with you?

Both SIT AT A TABLE.

GWEN
Am I in trouble?

ATTORNEY
Miss Gardner. I represent the firm of Ricker, Korman and Pico. I need to speak with you. In private.

Gwen looks and EVERYONE IS LISTENING.

GWEN
You heard what he said. Beat it!

They SCATTER.

The Attorney places his briefcase on table and opens it.

GWEN
Now what’s this all about?

ATTORNEY
Miss Gardner, did you know a man named Nelson Fitzgerald? From New York City?

GWEN
Never heard of him. 

ATTORNEY 
Well, he’s dead. 

GWEN
I didn’t kill him!

ATTORNEY
I didn’t say that you did. Miss Gardner, Nelson Fitzgerald was a very wealthy man. He owned a movie production company, one of the largest in the world. He had stock in every major company in New York dating back to the 1920’s.

GWEN
And why do I care who this guy was?

ATTORNEY
Because he named you in his will. You’re entitled to a portion of his inheritance.

GWEN
I’m in his will? You mean, I get an inheritance? How much?

ATTORNEY
I’m not at liberty to disclose that information. But I can tell you his estate is worth over 565 million dollars.

GWEN
Oh. My. God. 

ATTORNEY
And I am here in your...quaint little establishment to read you a letter and carry out the terms of his last will and testament.

GWEN
Wait a minute. Why did I dead I guy I never knew put me in his will. What’s the catch?

ATTORNEY
I assure you there is no catch. You are named in Mr. Fitzgerald’s will. I am to give you your inheritance right now.

GWEN
Wait, wait, wait. You’re giving me cash!!

ATTORNEY
(begins to get something from his bag)
I was not told the type of inheritance or the financial amount. I was told by Mr. Fitzgerald before he died to find you, and give you this.

ALL ACTORS FREEZE. The Narrator ENTERS.

NARRATOR
Now, you know how everybody has this sort of defining moment in their lives? And they say that how you react in that moment will determine the fate of the rest of your life. The problem with life is that you don’t know it’s your defining moment until years later. By then, it’s too late for some people. Others, well, they look back and smile. And very few people realize that it’s their defining moment when it happens. This...This is the defining moment in Gwen’s life. This moment. And how she reacts will determine the course of the rest of her life.

The Narrator steps off stage. ALL CHARACTERS COME ALIVE AGAIN. The Attorney pulls out A METAL SHOEBOX and HANDS IT TO GWEN.

GWEN
(looking at it)
A freakin’ shoebox? You’re giving me shoebox from a dead guy that I never met. Great.

ATTORNEY
All I can tell you is that Mr. Fitzgerald wanted you to have it.

GWEN
But what is it? It looks like something I made in metal shop in 7th grade!

ATTORNEY
...And I was instructed to read you this letter: “Dear Gwen. The contents of this box are yours to keep. What’s inside this box is very unique. But be careful. The decisions you make from this point on could change your life forever. Sincerely, Nelson Fitzgerald.”

GWEN
That doesn’t tell me anything. Where is the key? What’s in the box? What did he give it to me for? And who is this guy anyway??

ATTORNEY
That’s all I know. I’m sorry I can’t be of more help, Miss Gardner, but my instructions were clear. Good day.

GWEN
Hold on a minute! What if I can’t open it? What’ll happen then?

ATTORNEY
You’ll be instructed what to do soon. Good day.

The Attorney EXITS. The other characters GATHER AROUND HER.

LILLY
Well, you gonna open it or what?

WHITEY
Yeah, open the thing!

GWEN
(shaking it)
It feels heavy. 

LILLY
There’s probably a stack of $1000 bills in there!

TONY
Let’s break it open.

BUCKY
Yeah! I got a sledgehammer at home.

EDITH
It looks like it’s made out of steel.

JASON
It’s titanium. Pretty much the hardest metal on the planet. Good luck trying to break into it.

GWEN
Great. I got a metal shoebox that I can’t open from some dead guy I never met. Great.

LIGHTS GO DOWN ON RESTAURANT.
LIGHTS COME UP IN FOREST.

WE SEE GIONNA, the wife of Nelson Fitzgerald, and LAURYN and JASMINE, his daughters. They are making their way through the forest toward Gwen’s house.

JASMINE
Eww!! It’s disgusting! I think I just walked into a spiderweb! Mom!!!

GIONNA
Quiet, Jasmine! I hope this isn’t a pricker bush.

LAURYN
I swear to God, if my new Prada shoes are ruined, you guys are paying for them.

JASMINE
Where are we going anyway, Mom??

GIONNA
I told you we’re going to Gwen Gardner’s house to steal the box to get the money that your father didn’t leave me.

LAURYN
And what’s in it for us?

JASMINE
Yeah, what’s in it for us?

GIONNA
Half the money. So shut up about it.

LAURYN
And how do we trust you?

GIONNA
Trust me? I’m your mother!

Both Lauryn and Jasmine LAUGH OUT LOUD.

JASMINE
Yeah right! You were the one who stole money out of my piggy bank when I was six!

GIONNA
Oh, come on! It wasn’t a lot of money.

JASMINE
Mom. It was forty thousand dollars, and it was the money for college.

LAURYN
And you were the one who gave a gift to yourself on my birthday!

GIONNA
I got you a gift too, Lauryn. Be honest.

LAURYN
Mom. You gave me a flip flops from the Dollar Store. You gave yourself a 20-carat diamond necklace.

GIONNA
It was on sale. Never mind all that, girls. This is your father’s inheritance we’re talking about. Your father didn’t even have the decency to include us in his will! He’s giving all of his money to some girl in Vermont that we’ve never heard of.

LAURYN
That’s right. Who is this girl anyway?

JASMINE
Yeah, who is she?

GIONNA
I don’t know, but when we find her, she’s gonna wish she never met us. C’mon.

They EXIT STAGE LEFT.

LIGHTS GO DOWN ON FOREST.
LIGHTS COME UP IN GARDNER HOME.

Garry and Geraldine are PLAYING CARDS.

GARRY
Gimme ‘nother card. And make it a good one.

GERALDINE
(deals him a card)
Here you go.

GARRY
Na. Dat one ain’t the one I wants.

GERALDINE
Too bad. Yeah git whatcha git.

GARRY
Don’t wanna play no mores.

GERALDINE
Whut? You can’t just up and quit on me in here!

GARRY
Ain’t gonna win, so I ain’t gonna play.

GERALDINE
You’s can’t quit, Garry.

GARRY
Arright. But I want some good cards this time.

GERALDINE
(deals another card)
Dare ya go.

GARRY
(staring at cards(
Whut we playin, again??

Gwen ENTERS.

GWEN
Momma! Daddy! I got an inheritance from a billionaire!

GARRY
Whutchoo talkin’ bout, Gwen?

GERALDINE
Dontcha be makin’ up some story now, Gwen.

GWEN
I’m not! This attorney came by the diner and gave me this box. 

GERALDINE
A box?

GARRY
A box? Whutchoo mean?

GWEN
Inside is probably stacks of money. It could be millions of dollars.

GARRY
(grabs it out of her hand)
Gimme that! (shakes it) It’s heavy!

GERALDINE
Well, open it, Garry!

GWEN
I can’t. I don’t have a key.

GERALDINE
You ain’t got a key? 

GARRY
No worries. I’s got me a Sawzall!

GWEN
No, no, Daddy, no!

GARRY
(puts on goggles, starting saw)
Git out da way!!

He tries cutting it open, but it’s no use.

GERALDINE
It ain’t even made a scratch in it!

GWEN
I was trying to tell you, it’s made of titanium.

GARRY
Tite-whut?

GWEN
Titanium. It’s impossible to break into.

GERALDINE
Where’s the key, then?

Just then THE FITZGERALDS ENTER.

GIONNA
(holding up key)
I see you’re looking for this?

GARRY
Who is you?

LAURYN
We’re Nelson Fitzgerald’s family, the ones you STOLE the inheritance from.

JASMINE
Yeah, our dad didn’t even leave anything to us because you stole it all!

GWEN
I didn’t steal anything. I didn’t even know your dad.

GIONNA
It doesn’t matter. I have the key to the box. You can’t get the inheritance without the key.

GWEN
Okay. What’s the deal?

GIONNA
The deal is, we split what’s inside. 50/50.

LAURYN
What?! That means we only get 25%!?

JASMINE
Yeah! And we only get 50% of that!

GIONNA
Shut up, girls. Now. You’re the only one who was named in the will. Meet me at your little diner at 12 noon tomorrow. We’ll open the box and split the money. Or else, you get nothing.

GWEN
50% is better than nothing.

GARRY
Wait a minute, girl! That ain’t no good deal. We’s want it all.

GERALDINE
Yeah, we’s want it all!

GIONNA
You don’t get it all because you don’t have the key. Decide. Tomorrow at noon.

The Gardners EXIT. The Fitzgeralds wait.

LAURYN
Mom! What are you doing!?

GIONNA
Quiet, you morons. I know exactly what I’m doing. Now, here’s the plan.

LIGHTS GO DOWN AS Gionna tells them the plan.

LIGHTS COME UP LOW IN GARDNER HOME.

It is night, and we see Gwen SLEEPING ON THE COUCH. The box is sitting on the coffee table in front of her.

WE SEE Lilly and Jason CRAWLING THROUGH THE WINDOW. THEY HAVE FLASHLIGHTS.

Both TRY TO WHISPER WHILE THEY ATTEMPT A ROBBERY OF THE BOX.

LILLY
Ouch! I think I stepped on something!

JASON
Shhhh! Don’t wake anyone up! Help me through the window.

LILLY
Where is the box? I can’t see anything in here.

JASON
If I know Gwen, she’s probably got it under her arm. 

LILLY
Is there someone on the couch? I can’t see.

JASON
That’s her. And there’s the box.

LILLY
Hurry up!

Lilly TRIPS AND FALLS, making a LOUD NOISE. Both DUCK LOW TO THE FLOOR.

GWEN
What? Who’s there? Hello??

Gwen GRABS THE BOX, PUTS IT UNDER HER ARM and FALLS BACK ASLEEP.

JASON
Way to go, you moron. Now it’s under her arm.

Just then Bucky POKES HIS HEAD THROUGH THE WINDOW.

BUCKY
(whispering)
Yo! Did ya get the box yet?

...And Tony SHOWS UP TOO.

TONY
Yeah, did you get it??

LILLY
What are you two idiots doing! You’re gonna get us arrested.

JASON
Oh, great. Let’s make it a party.

Bucky and Tony CLIMB IN.

BUCKY
We followed you. 

TONY
You didn’t think we’d let you get the money by yourselves, did you?

BUCKY
(noticing Gwen)
There it is!

They all gather around Gwen as she sleeps with the box under her arm.

JASON
It doesn’t matter. She’s holding on that box like it’s a, a...

BUCKY
...chicken?

LILLY
...a toaster?

TONY
...a pound of feathers?

JASON
Shut up, all of you! Now we’ve gotta find a way to get that box out from under her arm!

BUCKY
You gotta replace it with something. Like Indiana Jones did in the temple. 

TONY
Yeah, let’s get a bag of sand!

BUCKY
Or a pillowcase full of nickels?

TONY
How about a watermelon?

LILLY
Shut up! We don’t have a bag of sand or nickels or anything.

JASON
Let me just...

He SLOWLY MOVES HER ARM UP, but GWEN SNORTS AND PULLS THE BOX TIGHTER.

BUCKY
Great. Now she’s got it tighter.

TONY
I got it! I’ll pick up her arm, move the box out and slip my head underneath it.

BUCKY
That’s a great idea!

LILLY
You can’t do that, idiots. 

TONY
I’m serious. Look!

Lilly and Jason OBJECT as Tony SNEAKS MOVES HER ARM, GETS THE BOX AND PUTS HIS FACE IN ITS PLACE.

Gwen WAKES UP AND SCREAMS. 
LIGHTS COME ON BRIGHT.

GWEN
Tony! What are you doing!? What are you guys doing in my  house!?

JASON
Oh! Hey Gwen! We were just, ah...

LILLY
We were just um...

BUCKY
We wanted to see if you could come out to play?

GWEN
Come out to play?? It’s eleven o’clock!

TONY
(still lying next to her)
Hiii, Gwen.

Just then Garry and Geraldine RUSH IN, CARRYING POTS AND PANS, READY TO DEFEND THEMSELVES.

GARRY
Whut’s goin’ on in here!?

GERADLINE
We got us some robbery-peoples now, does we??

The thieves BACK UP.

BUCKY
Whoa, whoa, whoa! Mr. and Mrs. Gardner, we were just, just...

GWEN
You were trying to steal my inheritance!

GARRY
Dat true, boy?? Is it??

JASON
Okay, okay! Gwen. We were trying to steal the box, but you can’t blame us. We may never get a chance to get rich again.

GERALDINE
Y’all ain’t gonna git that money! We’s already got ourselves a plan for it.

GWEN
A plan? What do you mean, mom?

GARRY
Oh yeah! We’s gonna git ourselves a big ol’ wreckin’ ball and demolish this here house and build us a new one! Just like on that X-Team Makeover Home Add-on!

GERALDINE
That’s right. We gonna build us a crib like they have on that MTV!

GWEN
You guys already planned how to spend my money? (points to friends) And YOU guys are trying to steal it from me??

LILLY
You can’t blame us. We’re talkin’ millions of dollars.

BUCKY
Maybe BILLIONS! 

TONY
(still lying next to her)
Not me Gwen. I just wanted to say...Hiiiiiiiiiiiii.

GWEN
Get out of my house!!! All of you!! Out!!!

All four RUSH OFF STAGE.

GARRY
That’s right, GIT. Good job, Gwen.

GERALDINE
Why don’tcha let us hold on to the box from now on?

GARRY
Yeah. We’s can protect it. Go git my scattergun, Geraldine.

GWEN
No way. I can’t trust anybody. I’m outta here.

Gwen TAKES THE BOX and EXITS.

LIGHTS GO DOWN ON Gardner home.

LIGHTS COME UP IN Whitey’s Restaurant.
It is closing time at the restaurant.

Edith is SITTING AT THE COUNTER. Whitey is CLEANING UP.

EDITH
You know, Whitey. I was thinking.

WHITEY
Wow. That must have been hard for you. When did you do that?

EDITH
Just now. 

WHITEY
Well, don’t do too much of it. Thinking isn’t good for you.

EDITH
I’m serious. How come bad things happen to good people? Like that girl Skyler. Why?

WHITEY
What do I look like? Dr. Phil??

EDITH
Whitey, can’t you ever be serious? 

WHITEY
Listen, Edith. The world is a like a card game. Most of the time you’re gonna get a hand that doesn’t hurt you but doesn’t help you either. And once in a while, you get a card that changes everything. The way you react after that card will determine how you live the rest of the game.

EDITH
Wow. That was really deep, Whitey. 

WHITEY
I’m a deep guy. And very refined.

EDITH
So, when do you know when you get a good card in this card game of life?

WHITEY
(pauses, thinking)
A good card comes when you least expect it.

Gwen ENTERS with the box.

GWEN
Guys, I need to talk to you about this inheritance.

EDITH
Hey Gwen! You’re gonna give us some, is that it?

WHITEY
Now, that’s a good card.

GWEN
Good card? What are you talking about?

EDITH
Forget it. What’s going on? Did you get the box open?

GWEN
We’re gonna open it tomorrow. 

WHITEY
So kid. What are you gonna do with the money?

EDITH
Yeah, what are you gonna do?

GWEN
I’m going to give it all to Skyler.

WHITEY AND EDITH
What?!?!

GWEN
I’m serious. I don’t want the money. Everybody wants a piece of it. I can’t take it anymore. I’ve had friends of mine trying to steal it, my own family is already planning what to do with it. It’s too much. 

EDITH
Yes, but you barely know Skyler.

GWEN
I know this much: she’s more mature than I’ll ever be. She lost everyone in her life and she still has a great attitude. 

EDITH
I don’t know about this, Gwen.

WHITEY
It’s a good idea.

GWEN
(pausing)
You really think so, Whitey?

WHITEY
Gwen, you’re a great girl, but giving to somebody in need makes you better. Look at me. I gave Edith here a job, and she’s on the toilet most of the day.

EDITH
You can’t rush mother nature.

WHITEY
I’m serious, Gwen. This is going to be the first big thing you do for someone else. And good things you do for others will come back to you.

GWEN
I guess. Thanks, Whitey. I just hope I’m making the right decision. 

WHITEY
If it feels right, it is right kid. 

LIGHTS GO DOWN ON RESTAURANT.

LIGHTS COME UP OUTSIDE RESTAURANT.

WE SEE a CROWD OF PEOPLE GATHERED IN FRONT OF WHITEY’S RESTAURANT. They are all trying to get in to see Gwen opening the box.

THERE IS A CAMERAMAN AND A REPORTER IN FRONT OF THE CROWD.

REPORTER
We interrupt this program to bring you this special news report. I’m standing in front of Whitey’s Restaurant where in a few minutes, Gwen Gardner will open up the inheritance she received from a man she never met. 

Whitey and Gwen COME OUT OF THE CROWD FOR THE INTERVIEW.

REPORTER
(cont’d)
The billionaire Nelson Fitzgerald has left this small town girl over 50 million dollars. (turns to Gwen) Describe your feelings as you’re about to become a multimillionaire.

Crowd CHEERS.

GWEN
Well, I, we, um...we don’t know what’s inside the...

REPORTER
(interrupting)
You’re speechless, we understand. 50 million dollars! You’re hearing this live, ladies and gentlemen.

GWEN
Well, I think it’s a lot...the box feels heavy.

REPORTER
There could be OVER 50 million dollars inside the box! And here is the owner of the restaurant. Sir, can you tell us how you’re feeling right now?

WHITEY
What? I’m annoyed that all these people came to my restaurant and nobody ordered anything!

REPORTER
Let’s go inside and watch live as Gwen opens her jackpot.

The crowd CHEERS.
THE CURTAINS OPENS to reveal Whitey’s Restaurant, and Gionna standing in front of a table.

GIONNA
Okay, shut up all of you. I am Gionna Fitzgerald, the wife of Nelson Fitzgerald. And by some strange reason, Nelson left me out of the will. By mistake I’m sure. But he did leave me a key. The key to the box!

REPORTER
Ladies and gentlemen, you’re watching this live.

GIONNA
Now, little Gwen and I have a deal. Since I have the key to the box, Gwen has decided to give me HALF of the money inside. Isn’t that right, little Gwenny? Speak up so everyone can hear you.

GWEN
Yes, it’s true. 

GARRY
No ways! We wants it all!

GERALDINE
Yeah! It’s not your money, it’s ours!

Crowd gets LOUD.

GIONNA
(teasing, starting to walk away)
Okay. Then I leave and you get nothing. Need I remind you that this box is made of pure titanium, and not even a diamond saw blade can cut it open.

GWEN
Okay! Okay. I agree. You get half the money.

They SHAKE HANDS.

GIONNA
Okay. Now let’s see how much is inside...

Gionna WAITS FOR HER DAUGHTERS, but THEY DON’T GET THE SIGNAL.

GIONNA
(louder)
I said, “Let’s see how much is inside!”

Still nothing.

GIONNA
(again)
LET’S SEE WHAT’S INSIDE THE BOX!!

Finally, Lauryn and Jasmine ENTER. They have PINK GUNS AND COLORFUL EYE MASKS as they POINT THE GUNS AT EVERYONE. 

They are awkward as robbers.

LAURYN
Hey! You people are gonna give us all the money in the box.

JASMINE
That’s right! We are robbers of the money!

LAURYN
Robbers!

REPORTER
A real robbery, caught on camera! (to cameraman) Get a close-up! You’re seeing this live, ladies and gentlemen! 

GIONNA
(faking being scared)
Oh, my dear! These thieves are going to steal the money!

LAURYN
Open the box, Mom. I mean, lady!

JASMINE
She’s not our mom! That’s not what she meant!

LAURYN
Right! She’s not our mom. Now open the box lady, before I shoot you right in the ear!

GIONNA
Oooookay! Here goes!

CROWD PUSHES IN. THERE IS SILENCE AS THE BOX OPENS and EVERYONE FREEZES.

Narrator ENTERS.

NARRATOR
This is the moment we all wish for. It’s like checking your lottery ticket and realizing you’ve won. You know they say you have a better chance of being stuck by lightning than hitting the lottery? And what about those people who win millions of dollars, and are dead broke within five years. Humans are amazing beings, you know that? We’re driven by money: driven to work, driven to play...We’re driven to steal...and driven crazy.

Narrator BEGINS TO WALK OFF, then STOPS.

NARRATOR
(cont’d)
You know, I was thinking. What if there was no such thing as money?

HE PAUSES, then EXITS.

EVERYONE COMES ALIVE AGAIN. They ALL LOOK INTO THE BOX and GASP.

BUCKY
How much is it, Gwen?

GERALDINE
Yeah! How much we git??

Gwen SLOWLY REACHES INTO THE BOX and TAKES OUT AN OLD, WORN PAIR OF SNEAKERS.

GWEN
Sneakers? Is this a joke?

REPORTER
You’re hearing this live, ladies and...

GIONNA
Shut up, you! Sneakers!?! I can’t believe it! Where is the money??!!

LAURYN
(shaking the box)
Nothin’s inside??

GARRY
Whut in tarnation??

LILLY
Ha! What an idiot! And you guys thought she was a millionaire. 

JASON
What is going on here? Why would a dead guy you never met give you a pair of old sneakers?

Attorney ENTERS.

ATTORNEY
Excuse me? I am the attorney for Mr. Fitzgerald’s estate, and I have some information from I think you need to hear. 

GIONNA
Where’s the money wise guy?!

JASMINE
Yeah, where is it you little squirmy man?

ATTORNEY
(takes out letter)
“Dear Gionna, Jasmine and Lauryn: You all are probably wondering right now where your inheritance is. I can picture you now, in your pink and purple designer clothes, Louis Vuitton bags and Gucci shoes. All three of you were always about the money, never family. That’s why I give you none of my inheritance...”

GIONNA
What!?! That’s impossible! How are we going to survive??

ATTORNEY
“Right now, Gionna my wife is probably asking how she is going to survive. You’ll be able to live, don’t worry Gionna. You were my wife, and I have an obligation to support you, even after I’m gone. I have placed a sum of money in a trust fund for you and the girls based on the average of what you spent per day in your adult lives. It works like an ATM machine. You each will now get an allowance each week to spend on yourselves. You will not get one penny more than the allowance each week. If it’s money you want, money you’ll get.”

JASMINE
How much a week do we get?

LAURYN
Yeah, how much??

ATTORNEY
(reading)
“Right now, my daughters are probably asking how much they get per week. You’ll find out soon enough, girls. My attorney will give you the information. But you must learn something very important in life: how to live on a budget. Good luck.”  That’s all he wrote. Good day, everyone.

The Attorney BEGINS TO EXIT, FOLLOWED by the Girls.

GIONNA
Wait a minute, buddy! I want my money!

LAURYN
That’s not fair!

JASMINE
Where is our money??

As they are leaving, Skyler ENTERS.

SKYLER
Hey, Gwen! I heard you won a lot of money.

GWEN
Apparently not. (to Attorney) Hey, Mister! Is there any note for me? Anything?

ATTORNEY
(as he is leaving)
Oh, yes Gwen. I almost forgot. There is a note for you in one of the sneakers.

EVERYONE RUSHES TOWARD THE SNEAKERS.
Gwen FINDS THE NOTE IN ONE OF THE SNEAKERS.

GWEN
“Dear Gwen, you’re probably wondering why I left you an old pair of shoes. Well, there are my most comfortable shoes. I have gone places and seen things that I will never forget while wearing these shoes. They are my most prized possession, and now I leave them to you. I know they don’t look like much, but keep an open mind. These shoes will bring you places you never thought you’d go. Signed, Nelson Fitzgerald.”

Everyone LOOKS AT EACH OTHER.

BUCKY
What the hell does that mean?

REPORTER
And you saw it live, ladies and gentlemen. Gwen Gardner gets nothing after all. Too bad. Coming to you live from Whitey’s Restaurant, I’m Taylor Greenfield from Witness News. Let’s get outta here...

LILLY
I’m outta here, too. This was a total waste of my time.

TONY
Maybe we can sell the sneakers.

EDITH
I think they’re beautiful. I love the look of old shoes. They have a lot of character.

GWEN
(trying them on)
They look exactly my size. 

LILLY
Eww! They might have diseases in them! That’s disgusting!

WHITEY
Gwen, don’t worry about it. Nothing gained, nothing lost.

JASON
He means you had nothing to lose anyway. So you didn’t get the money. At least you have a new old pair of shoes! Ha!

GWEN
Wait a minute! Everyone stop!

Everyone STOPS AND LOOKS AT HER. 

GWEN
(standing on the table)
I’m going to walk across the country. I’m going to walk from here to California and back. And I’m doing it for charity. I’m doing it to help kids who can’t afford college. 

Everyone LAUGHS.

MAN
Give it up, Gwen. 

WOMAN
Stupidest idea I ever heard.

WOMAN #2
Why would anyone walk when we have cars?

TONY
I can walk with you, Gwen!

GWEN
Shut up, Tony. I’m serious! Everyone listen! All over the country there are people like me, like Skyler. Come up here Skyler.

Skyler STANDS ON THE TABLE BESIDE HER.

GWEN
Good kids who want to go to college but can’t afford it. Skyler lost everything in her life, but she never gave up. And I’m not gonna give up either! We’ll get corporate sponsors, lots of them, and they’ll promote us. We’ll hit every major city along the way. We’ll get volunteers to help us. We’ll call it the Walking For the Future. My Future! Your Future! Everyone’s Future! Let’s go!

She JUMPS OFF the table and JOGS out the door, expecting everyone to follow her. No one does.

A MOMENT LATER, Gwen POKES HER HEAD THROUGH THE DOOR.

GWEN
Anyone gonna join me?

LIGHTS GO DOWN IN RESTAURANT.
LIGHTS COME UP IN FRONT OF MAIN CURTAIN.




There is a DESK and CHAIR. This is the office of the CEO of NIKE SNEAKERS.

WE SEE THE CEO ENTER, ON THE CELL PHONE.

CEO
What are you talking about?...A walk across the country?...What group is doing it?...A kid?...

Just then A SECRETARY ENTERS.

SECRETARY
Sir? Did you hear about the girl who’s walking across the country in old Nike sneakers?

CEO
I’m on the phone, Gladys!...(back to phone) What? Old Nike sneakers??...

SECRETARY
She’s on YouTube! She’s walking across the country to help kids go to college. What a great idea!

CEO
Gladys, please! (back to phone)...What? She’s on YouTube??

SECRETARY
This could be a great promotion for Nike, you know.

CEO
Gladys, I said I’m on the phone!...What’s that? A great promotional idea for Nike? Yes, I see...

SECRETARY
You should go and meet her.

CEO
...I should go and meet her...

SECRETARY
You should sign her up as a spokesperson.

CEO
...I should sign her up as a spokesperson...

SECRETARY
You should donate to her cause.

CEO
...I should donate to her cause...

SECRETARY
You should do it now, before someone else does it.

CEO
...I should do it now, before anyone else does it...

SECRETARY
You have to go.

CEO
...I have to go...

SECRETARY
Goodbye.

CEO
...Goodbye. (hangs up) Gladys, I need you to...

SECRETARY
I’ve already booked a flight for you. She should be arriving in back in her hometown around noon tomorrow.

CEO
What’s this girl’s name?

SECRETARY
Her name is Gwen Gardner. 

CEO
Gwen Gardner. I picture her on a billboard.

SECRETARY
Right! A billboard in Times Square! Commercials!

CEO
Commercials...

SECRETARY
Websites! Blogs! Wikis!

CEO
Websites...blogs...wikis...What’s a wiki??

SECRETARY
Now you’ve got it!

CEO
A new line of sneakers! “The New Nike Comfortable Shoes.” We’ll market a new line of sneakers that look worn and used.

SECRETARY
They sell jeans that look worn and old. Why not sneakers?? This could be the next best thing!

CEO
This could be the next best thing.

SECRETARY
She’s an inspiration!

CEO
(thinking)
She’s an inspiration.

SECRETARY
She’s a role model!

CEO
She’s a role model.

SECRETARY
She’s an amalgam!

CEO
She’s a what?

SECRETARY
Forget it, just go meet her!

CEO
Right! Let’s go!

They RUN OFF STAGE RIGHT.

LIGHTS GO DOWN ON MAIN STAGE.
CURTAIN OPENS.
LIGHTS COME UP IN FRONT OF RESTAURANT. There are LOW LIGHTS in Restaurant.

The Cameraman and Reporter ENTER.

REPORTER
We are standing here in front of Whitey’s Restaurant awaiting the arrival of Gwen Gardner and the Walk for College Foundation. It’s been two months since she left this very restaurant to walk across the country in shoes she was left by the millionaire Nelson Fitzgerald. Since then her movement has gained worldwide attention. She already has 22 million hits on her YouTube video. She has a volunteer-driven website where people can donate for kids to go to college. There is a book about her story coming out in the fall and rumors of a movie to follow. There’s even word that the CEO of Nike Sneakers will be here today to sign Gwen as a spokesperson for a new line of sneakers and present her with a huge check for the cause. We’ll be here when Gwen and her Walk for College ends, live in Whitey’s Restaurant. Now back to you in the studio.

LIGHTS GO DOWN.
LIGHTS COME UP IN RESTAURANT.

WE SEE Whitey and Edith, CLEANING THE TABLES.

EDITH
You know Whitey, I was thinking.

WHITEY
Oh, no. Not again...

EDITH 
I was wondering if you were ever married.

WHITEY
Why get married when I’m miserable already?

EDITH
C’mon, I’m serious. Have you ever been married?

WHITEY
No. Never been married. Marriage is stupid.

EDITH
Why do you say that?

WHITEY
Because when people get married they lose their minds.

EDITH
Listen buddy. You lost your mind years ago.

WHITEY
So why get married then?

EDITH
Because you can share your life with someone else. You can laugh together and talk together. You can have a best friend for life. You have a teammate to rely on, an advisor, a mentor and a confidant all in one person.

WHITEY
(thinking a long moment)
Na.

EDITH
What do you mean, “Na”?

WHITEY
Nobody can put up with me.

EDITH
Ah, you’re stubborn. You’re just afraid a girl will come along and tell you what you don’t wanna hear.

WHITEY
Oh yeah? Like what?

EDITH
Like you’re a sarcastic, melodramatic egomaniac who’s afraid to let anyone in to see who you really are.

WHITEY
And who am I?

EDITH
You’re a sweet guy who cares for people and wants to be cared for. You just want to be hugged.

Edith HUGS HIM. Whitey is SHOCKED, then SLOWLY HUGS BACK.

Just then the Reporter ENTERS with Cameraman.

CAMERAMAN
Is she here?

EDITH
Is who here?

REPORTER
The Walker. The girl who walked across the country. She’s supposed to be here by now.

WHITEY
She’s coming today?

CAMERAMAN
She’s got thousands of people following her. They all joined the cause. It’s called the Walk for College, and they’re all due to arrive today!

A Man and Woman ENTER.

MAN
They made it! They just crossed Main Street.

WOMAN
They’re here!

A CROWD OF SPECTATORS ENTER, CHEERING.

The crowd PARTS, and Gwen and the Walkers ARRIVE ON STAGE. The crowd continues cheering and clapping.

REPORTER
Congratulations, Gwen and the Walk for College Foundation! You’ve walked across the country. Tell us how you feel.

GWEN
Tired.

(Unfinished work)









